
Otterburn Parish Council
Meeting of the Parish Council held on 6 September, 2011

Between 7.00pm and 8.30pm at Otterburn Hall
MINUTES

Present
John Hartshorne – Chair 
Val Corbett – Vice Chair

Ron Holden
Sarah Robson

Harry Scott
Clive Emerson 

In Attendance
Martin Chilvers - Clerk Mick Maughan Wesley Turnbull

Absent

1. Apologies for absence
There were no apologies for absence. 

2. Minutes of the previous meeting
The minutes of the previous meeting, having been circulated, were accepted as a true record and signed by 
the Vice-Chair.

3.   Otterburn Festival – Future events 
The chair stated the importance of the Otterburn Festival to the local community and that the Parish 
Council wished to support the future of the event.

Wesley Turnbull advised that despite press reports the Otterburn Festival is very much on for 2012. He has 
spoken to a number of people and there is a strong desire for the annual event to continue and support the 
Great North Air Ambulance and Help the Heroes.

Much of the organisation for 2012 festival will be undertaken via Wesley’s son’s business and he is willing 
to ask local business for donations. He advised that it would be good however to have local volunteers to 
assist with organisation as well as on the weekend of the event.

Title of the event was agreed as ‘Otterburn Village Festival’ and Mr Turnbull advised he would arrange for 
bank account to be opened as well as a website.

Chair offered to approach the National Park to establish whether there is any possible support towards the 
event, given Otterburn is a ‘Gateway Village’.  Cllr Robson advised she would mention the event to the 
headmaster at Otterburn First School for support from the school.  

Ideas were mentioned to attract people with an Olympic theme suggested for 2012. Mr Turnbull confirmed 
the weekend 14 – 15 July, 2012 was set for the Festival. It is due to be located in each field either side of 
the road towards Otterburn Mill.  He advised he is keen to reduce the commercial element of the event.  

Anyone wishing to volunteer to help organisation and / or help at the weekend can contact either Wesley 
Turnbull on 07800 853475 or Parish Clerk, Martin Chilvers on 520535 or email 
otterburnpc@hotmail.co.uk 

4.   Matters arising
a) item 3b: Conveyance of two gifts of land to the Parish Council - Update:  The Clerk’s Report was received and 
AGREED.

b) item 3c: Mouldshaugh Developments Update: The Clerk’s Report was received and AGREED. The Clerk 
advised that he had received an email from NCC Planning Department that advised that there is an issue 
over the current ownership of the land of plots 88-90 at Willow Green that will require some further 
investigation. 
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c) item 3d: Otterburn Hall footpaths: The Clerk’s Report was received and AGREED.

d) item 3e: Chinese lanterns from Woodhill Hall: The Clerk’s Report was received and AGREED. 

e) item 6d: Funding for Children’s play area: The Clerk advised he had received an email from NCC regarding 
his query of the funding for the Children’s play area. NCC advise that the funding only applies on certain 
properties where the planning application is dated after7 March 2006. Additionally dwellings located within 
the National Park and / or were approved as holiday accommodation are not subject to the funding 
agreement. It WAS AGREED the Clerk would return to Vicky Crofton to seek further clarification of 
what properties built in Otterburn that meet the criteria and the amount of funding potentially available.

5.   Finance
a. Parish Clerk’s salary and expenses: The Clerk’s claim for salary and expenses for July and August 2011 

was AGREED.

b. Payment of an invoice to Chris Mowatt:  The Clerk’s Report was received and IT WAS AGREED to 
make the payment.

c. Payment of an invoice to Play Safety Ltd for the RoSPA inspection of Children’s play area: The Clerk’s Report 
was received and IT WAS AGREED.   

d. Payment of an invoice for Memorial Hall hire: The Clerk’s Report was received and IT WAS AGREED.

e. Payment of Cuthbertsons fees for the conveyance of ‘The Green’, Willow Green: With Cuthbertsons solicitors 
advising that the second conveyance is almost complete the Councillors AGREED that it would 
prefer make just one payment to cover the two conveyances when complete.

6. Planning
a. Proposed development of 9 wind turbines at Middle Hill, near Elsdon, Northumberland: The Chair reported 

that he had attended the Elsdon Parish Council meeting the previous Thursday where this proposed 
development was an agenda item. The Chair highlighted some of comments from that meeting as 
well as confirming that the proposal was to develop nine wind turbines at 125 metres high on the 
land at Middle Hill. Otterburn Parish Council has received details of the proposal and was invited to 
respond to the scoping report provided.  After discussion it was agreed that whilst a long term 
alternative to fossil fuel energy is certainly required, Northumberland had its more than its fair share 
of wind turbines and that questioned the environmental impact of these further nine being built. It 
was also raised that attention should also be put to greater efficiencies in the use of current energy 
resource.

7.  New business
a. Employment of maintenance person for ‘odd’ jobs within the Parish: The Chair advised that there were an 

increasing number of jobs within the village that required attention and that perhaps there was merit to 
consider the employment on ‘as and when required’ basis of someone local to undertake these tasks. 
To potentially make the role more substantial IT WAS AGREED that the Clerk would contact 
neighbouring Parishes to determine whether was interest to also employ someone on a similar basis. 

b. RoSPA Inspection report of Children’s play area:  The Clerk’s Report was received and AGREED. There was 
discussion as to what tasks should be undertaken and agreed a visit was required to highlight and 
prioritise the tasks needed to be undertaken. IT WAS AGREED the Clerk would determine the cost to 
replace the two swing seats that were mentioned in the report.

c. Parish Council newsletter: The Chair reported that to complement the web-site a newsletter could be 
developed to communicate the activities of the Parish Council. Additionally thinking ahead to the 2013 
elections a newsletter would be a good media to advertise the importance and responsibility role of the 
Councillor to Parishioners to encourage people to stand for position.    

d. Otterburn Footpath Trail – overgrown footpath: The Clerk’s Report was received and AGREED.
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e. Millennium Green – maintenance and social event: Cllr Corbett reported a number of small maintenance jobs 
requiring attention in the Millennium Green. IT WAS AGREED Cllr Holden would review and report 
all tasks at next meeting. The Chair highlighted the possibility of having a social event for the village to 
attend at the Green and a date around the school Half-term was mentioned. IT WAS AGREED to 
determine feeling within the village towards such an event.

f. Local Transport Plan (LTP) Programme 2012-13: The Clerk’s Report was received. There was discussion 
regarding priorities to submit for the year’s LTP. It was believed that there was very little chance of the 
footpath alongside the church and Tower Hotel being widened. However IT WAS AGREED to 
request the moving of the flashing 30 MPH warning sign at the Rochester end of Otterburn further 
into the village where it is believed it will have a greater effect in slowing vehicles through the village.

g. Drains, gullies and manhole cover in main road through Otterburn: The Clerk’s Report was received and 
AGREED.

h. Development of Barn and land next to Vicarage: The Chair reported that he had spoken to NCC Planning 
Dept regarding the development. There was a period of time when progress had stopped and this was 
apparently due to the carpenters being on holiday. Concern was raised over cutting back of the oak tree 
on the ground. NCC reported that the existing tree preservation order was not sufficiently detailed to 
identify any particular tree and they advised a new tree preservation would be created (see below). 

i. Tree Preservation Order – Land north of The Old Vicarage, Otterburn: Clerk’s Report was received and 
AGREED.

j. Meeting with Otterburn Camp representatives: Clerk’s Report was received and AGREED.

8. Matters for discussion at the next meeting of the Parish Council

9. Date, time and place of next meeting: The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held at 7.00pm 
on Tuesday, 4 October, 2011 at Otterburn Memorial Hall. 
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